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THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 

Why Another Gospel? 
Matthew 1-12 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 

 

Soon after the Gospel of God’s grace began to spread among the Gentiles, a “counterfeit 
gospel, a different gospel” appeared, a mixture of Law and grace.     

This different gospel was proclaimed and practiced by a zealous group of Jews called “the 
Judaizers.”  They taught that any salvation by faith in Christ required the keeping of the Law 
(see Acts 15:1ff). They taught that the believer is made perfect in his faith only by obeying the 
Law of Moses.  
Paul referred to these false teachers as “peddlers” of the Word of God (2 Cor. 2:17), 
“religious racketeers” who preyed on ignorant people. He rejected their devious methods of 
teaching the Bible (2 Cor. 4:2) 
 

Paul refuted the doctrines and practices of these legalistic false teachers by showing the 
surpassing glory of the ministry of the New Covenant Gospel of grace.  

2 Corinthians 3:6-7 
6 who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the 
Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 
7  But if the ministry of death, in letters engraved on stones, . . . 
9 For if the ministry of condemnation has glory, much more does the ministry of 
righteousness abound in glory. 
 

The Law Had Been Rendered Inoperative:  The clear teaching of the New Testament is that 
the Law of Moses had been rendered inoperative with the death of the Messiah.  The Law in 
its totality no longer has any authority over an individual. 
 

Romans 7:6 – But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that by 
which we were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of 
the letter. 
 

Romans 10:4 – For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who 
believes. 
 
The law has come to an end in the sacrificial death of the Messiah on the cross.    

The Old Covenant Mosaic Law has completely ceased to function as an authority over a 
believer in Christ.  The Law is no longer the rule of life for the believer.  With the death of 
Christ on the cross (33 AD), we transition from the Old Covenant (Mosaic Law) to the New 
Covenant (Grace) 
The Mosaic Law has been disannulled and believers are now under a new covenant and a 
new law called the law of Christ in Galatians 6:2 and the law of the Spirit of life in Romans 
8:2. 
 
 
We are no longer in bondage to the condemnation and judgment of the Mosaic Law but 
beneficiaries of the Grace of God so beautifully described in the New Covenant –  succinctly 
stated in Ephesians 1-2 and Colossians 3:1-4, and the entire New Testament. 
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GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 
The subject matter of the Gospel of Matthew serves as a bridge between the Old and New 
Testaments.  Gospel of Matthew is a transitional gospel that addresses the shift from the Old 
Mosaic Covenant with Israel to the New Covenant (Grace) with the Church.  This transition 
takes place with the death of Christ on the cross. 
Understanding the first four chapters of this gospel is essential for understanding the rest of the 
Gospel of Matthew.  Matthew’s gospel was written (A.D. 58) 25 years after the life, death, and 
resurrection of Christ.  Also, the apostle Paul had written Galatians, 1&2 Thessalonians, 1&2 
Corinthians, and Romans. 

Matthew writes to a new generation of Jews who did not witness the days of Christ on earth. A 
generation that was to face the complete destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple and a scattering 
of the Jews by the Roman general Titus in 70 A.D. – 10+ years after the writing of this gospel. 

Matthew wanted the new generation of Jews to know that God had kept His promise in sending the 
Messiah/Savior and that the Messiah is Jesus of Nazareth. 

The four Gospels were written to bear witness to the validity of Jesus claims to be the Messiah, God 
in the flesh.  Gospels designed to reveal WHO Jesus is and to bear testimony to the fact that He 
was the Savior/Deliverer of sinful mankind. Jesus is WHO He claimed to be – Immanuel, God with us 
in the flesh. 

The Epistles of the New Testament, written by the Apostle Paul by the inspiration of God, depict 
what are the results of the life, death, and resurrection of Christ:  i.e., forgiveness, justification, 
redemption, propitiation, reconciliation, new creations in Christ, the righteousness of God in Christ; 
etc. . . . 

Why the Gospel of Matthew?  In this gospel, Matt wants the Jews to know with certainty: 
 (1) that Jesus Christ was the promised Messiah of the Old Testament and fulfilled the prophetic 
requirements of being the promised King who would be a descendant of David and Abraham,  
  (2) that His life and ministry fully displayed the necessary omnipotence (power) to do signs, 
wonders, miracles, i.e. the power to heal all diseases, to cast out demons, and not only raise the 
dead but also the power to rise from the dead Himself after crucifixion on a cross.  
 (3) that Israel’s rejection of Jesus Christ was the reason that Israel was set aside, the Kingdom 
promise postponed, and a New Covenant implemented with the Church. 
Matthews’s gospel does not present an exact chronology of Christ’s life but is an apologetic 
argument  for His claim to be the promised Messiah/King of Israel.  There are nine 
fulfillments of prophecy in first four chapters of Matthew’s gospel. 
 

JESUS MESSAGE AND MINISTRY (Matthew 4:17-23) 
 

17 From that time Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.” 
 
 The gospel being proclaimed was "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
 

•  Israel was to "change their mind (repent) about Christ and receive Him as the promised 
Messiah/King.   King Jesus is here to begin and establish the Kingdom of God/Heaven 
on earth as promised by the prophets. 

• The Kingdom of Heaven being offered is a literal on earth Kingdom of Heaven where 
Jesus, the King, rules over all mankind.   (note:  the prayer of Jesus’ disciples – “thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 
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23 Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness among 
the people. 
24 The news about Him spread throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all who were ill, 
those suffering with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics; and He 
healed them. 

The preaching and teaching about the Kingdom of Heaven included the healing of the 
sick. Healing was an inseparable part of the gospel of the Kingdom of Heaven/God. 

 

Jesus’ ministry is presented by Matthew in a threefold fashion:   Synagogue teaching, 
public preaching of the kingdom, and powerful healings. 
Matthew’s comment that Jesus heals every kind of sickness and disease stresses the 
extent of His Kingly power and authority and the necessary condition for ENTRANCE 
INTO Kingdom life. 
Matthew acknowledges that Jesus heals all of the people; including Gentiles 
Jesus’ offer deals with both physical and spiritual needs in preparing them for the 
Kingdom of heaven on earth. 
 

Matthew 8:14-17  
14 When Jesus came into Peter’s home, He saw his mother-in-law lying sick in bed 
with a fever. 
15 He touched her hand, and the fever left her; and she got up and waited on Him. 
16 When evening came, they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed; and 
He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were ill. 
17 This (healing) was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: “He Himself 
took our infirmities and carried away our diseases.” 
 
 

Isaiah 53:4  
4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore,  
And our sorrows He carried;  
Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken,  
Smitten of God, and afflicted. 
 
 

Psalm 103:3  
3 Who pardons all your iniquities,  
Who heals all your diseases; 
 

The preaching and teaching about the Kingdom of Heaven included the healing of the sick.  
Healing was an inseparable part of the gospel of the Kingdom of Heaven/God; Whereas, the New 
Covenant Gospel of grace is focused on the finished work of Christ on the cross for the 
redemption of sinful mankind.  Both gospels focus on the person of Christ.  Healing occurs today, 
not as an inseparable part of the gospel, but as the sovereign choice of God. 

SERMON ON THE MOUNT (Matthew 5-7) 
Matthew 5:1-2    1 When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; and after He sat 
down, His disciples came to Him.   2 He opened His mouth and began to teach them, saying, 
What did Jesus “teach them.” 4:23 Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, . . . 
The teaching of the sermon on the mount is teaching related to the Kingdom of Heaven/God 
(4:23, 5:3), implemented whenever the King (Jesus) is received by the nation of Israel.  
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The sermon on the mount is Jesus’ authoritative teaching about the way believers will live in the 
Kingdom that Christ brings to this earth. Those who repented when they heard the gospel of the 
kingdom preached by Jesus needed to know how the nation would live under God’s gracious 
reign in the promised Kingdom. 
Jesus’ sermon therefore must be understood in the context of His offer of the kingdom to Israel 
and the need for repentance to enter that kingdom.  The King is here!  I, Jesus am the King and 
you cannot enter the Kingdom of Heaven with unbelief and diseases!   

 
THE POWER OF THE MESSIAH – (Matthew 8-10) 
 

Question: What one thing would give us unquestionable confidence that Jesus was who He 
claimed to be and motivate us to seek and follow the call of Christ on our life without 
reservation or qualification?  
After the Sermon on the Mount, the emphasis changes beginning with chapter 8 to Jesus’ 
power and authority to perform signs, wonders, and miracles; power to heal diseases, cast 
out demons, defy natural laws, and raise the dead. 
 

In chapter 8 Jesus heals a leper (1-4), heals a Centurion’s servant (28-32), a woman with the 
fever (14-15), casts out demons (16), all who were ill (16), calms a great storm (26), and heals 
two men demon possessed   

In chapter 9 Jesus heals a paralytic and says [Matthew 9:5-6]   5 “Which is easier, to say, 
‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, and walk’?   6 “But so that you may know that the 
Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—then He said to the paralytic, “Get up, 
pick up your bed and go home.” 

 
1. First and foremost, the primary reason for the miracles is to prove without a 

doubt that Jesus is the Messiah, God in the flesh, Savior of mankind and 
sovereign in control over all creation. 

2. Second and just as important is the fact that the literal earthly Kingdom of 
Heaven being offered by Jesus contains no believers in Jesus that are sick, 
diseased, or dying.    

3. Third, Jesus, as God in the flesh, had the power and authority to forgive 
man’s sins. 
 

The miraculous power and authority of Christ depicted by these miracles validate His claim 
as the Messiah and now become the foundation and basis for His Mission to proclaim the 
gospel of the Kingdom to sinners who are like lost sheep and establish the Kingdom of 
Heaven on earth. 
 
In Matthew 9:35, Jesus again (see 4:17, 23ff) states clearly the gospel He preaches, His 
mission, and the accompanying healing evidence of His acceptance. “Jesus was going 
through all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel 
of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness.” 
In chapter 10:1, Jesus summoned His twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean 
spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every kind of disease and every kind of sickness. 
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OPPOSITION AND REJECTION (Matthew 11-12) 

Matthew 11:20 – Then He began to denounce the cities in which most of His miracles were 
done, because they did not repent . . .14 But the Pharisees went out and conspired against 
Him, as to how they might destroy Him. 
Matthew 12:24   But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, “This man casts out demons 
only by Beelzebub the ruler of the demons.”  Unbelief and rejection of Jesus, the Messiah, 
and the work of the Spirit of God in these miracles and casting out of demons are 
unforgivable!   

 

Chapter 12 is an important hinge point in the gospel of Matthew which records the 
nation’s unforgiveable sin of unbelief and the rejection of Jesus the Messiah.  
 
 

12:24 – The Final and Unforgivable Response of a Bankrupt Religion - “This man casts out 
demons only by Beelzebub the ruler of the demons.” 

The unforgivable sin is to deny Jesus as God and accuse Him of casting out demons only 
by the power of the devil, Beelzebub, rather than by the power and work of the Holy 
Spirit.  This is a rejection of God the Father, God the Son Jesus, and God the Holy Spirit.  
This is an unforgivable sin! 
***As a result of this rejection, the Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus back to heaven 
delayed the establishment of the Kingdom of God on earth until the Second Coming of  
Christ back to the earth after the Church Age.  

 
JESUS TEACHES IN PARABLES (Matthew 13) 

Chapter 13 - Jesus begins to teach His disciples in parables. 
Matthew 13:10-11   
10 And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You speak to them in parables?”    
11 Jesus answered them, “To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom 
of heaven, but to them it has not been granted.” 
 
Matthew 13:13-15  
13 “Therefore I speak to them in parables; because while seeing they do not see, and while 
hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.” 
14 “In their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, ‘You will keep on 
hearing, but will not understand; You will keep on seeing, but will not perceive; 
15 For the heart of this people has become dull, With their ears they scarcely hear, And they 
have closed their eyes, Otherwise they would see with their eyes, Hear with their ears, And 
understand with their heart and return, And I would heal them.’ 
 

To reject Jesus Christ as God is to commit the unforgivable sin. 
 
All four gospels bear witness to the irrefutable fact that Jesus is God in the flesh.  There is 
more evidence for the person of Christ than for most historical people like Alexander the 
Great and Caesar, etc. 
 
John 20:30-31 
30 Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which 
are not written in this book; 
31 but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God; and that believing you may have life in His name. 


